Adam Summerhayes:

Adam defies musical categorisation; he effortlessly moves between disciplines: Gypsy music, klezmer, Celtic, 20th century classical, early music, or the wild and spiralling improvisations that are his trademark. A New York Times review reflects something of this: "astonishing, all-out virtuosity on violin by Adam Summerhayes – including 'beer-fiddling,' as he terms it." 

His virtuosity stems both from his technical grounding from Yfrah Neaman, one of the 20th century’s greatest pedagogues, and his own fiddle heritage: he was taught by his grandfather, a pupil of Adolf Brodsky, who premiered Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto. He is steeped in folk idioms from a long line of north-country fiddlers, and Eastern European influences are part of his musical bloodline. The Badische Zeitung (Germany) said he was “like the direct descendant of the devil’s violinist Paganini.” 

Adam has toured the USA and Europe as a concerto soloist, and performed in many prestigious venues such as the Metropolitan Museum in NYC; South Bank Centre’s Purcell Room; Queen Elizabeth Hall; Wigmore Hall; and recently in distinguished international venues including the Beijing Central Conservatory of Music Concert Hall, and the Théatre du Chatelet, Paris. He has also played with Dutch platinum selling pop star Caro Emerald to 20,000 people in the O2 arena. He was a member of Zum, the world-touring band that helped launch the "Gypsy-Tango" genre. 

His recording "Piazzolla and Beyond" on Harmonia Mundi was called "a riveting, dramatic and even sexy listen"—Gramophone. He has recorded 25 discs for various labels and now has own – Extinct Records. He composed a track for the soundtrack of Guy Ritchie’s "Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows," where he also makes a cameo appearance as a Gypsy. (He served as Robert Downey Jr.’s body double and trained the actor to mime to the resulting track). 

A remarkable multi-instrumentalist, Adam also plays Baroque guitar, medieval gemshorns, mandolin, mandola and a keyboard melodica. At the other end of the instrumental spectrum, he made premiere recordings on viola of works by Copland and other composers.

https://adamsummerhayes.com

Murray Grainger:

Murray Grainger is one of Britain’s most influential and innovative accordionists.

Having studied at the Royal Academy of Music, his exceptional ability to move between genres has seen him crossing boundaries across the musical spectrum from traditional, through classical and jazz, to commercial and popular music.

He has performed with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, Liverpool Philharmonic, and Scottish Ballet; at Glastonbury Festival of Arts, Sidmouth International Folk Festival, Edinburgh Festival, and Celtic Connections; and collaborated with many of the world’s top performers, including Cormac Byrne, Piers Adams, Adam Summerhayes, Miranda Sykes and Martin Allcock.

An accomplished player of both piano and button key accordions (as well as the bandoneon and the accordina), he has collaborated with composers creating new works for the instrument and given world premiers to pieces by composers such as Jonathon Dove, Eddie McGuire, and Gerhard Stäbler. As a music engineer, he regularly produces successful albums, including Red Priest's "The Baroque Bohemians," which topped the classical charts.  

https://mgrainger.co.uk


